REPORT  OP  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF 
HE/iLTH  FOR  THE  YSiiR  1906. 

To  the  Ciiaiman  and  MoKibero  of  tho  Soaton  Urban  Council. 


Births . 


Deaths . 


■I 
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Phthisis . 


Gentlemen, 

I  am  glad  to  be  able  to  again  present  a  favoxirable 
Annual  Report  for  this  District. 

T]i©re  have  been  16  births,  9  boys  and  7  girls,  a  birth¬ 
rate  of  10.1  per  thousand.  Tliis  is,  as  usual,  a  very  low 
rate;  but  it  is  in  accordance  with  the  Oiiaraoter  of  the 
population.  Moat  of  our  young  people  go  away  to  earn  their 
living  in  larger  centres,  whilst  so  many  of  our  houses  are 
occupied  by  people  past  middle  ago  v/ho  come  hero  to  pass  the 
remainder  of  their  lives. 

There  have  been  20  deaths,  but  ?  were  Visitors  and  are 
not  reckoned  in  the  statistics  in  the  appended  tables.  The 
death  rate  is  11.4,  which  is  tv/o  belov/  the  average  of  the 
past  10  years. 

Mine  of  the  deaths  wore  over  66  years  of  ago,  and  there 
is  no  death  of  any  OJiild  under  7  years.  Of  the  8  between 
those  ages  one  v/as  an  accident,  and  one  a  suicide.  One  was 
from  Phthisis,  and  the  others  from  various  ordinary  causes. 
Tiiere  was  no  death  from  any  of  the  Zynotios. 

I  may  here  mention  that  two  of  the  Visitors  died  from 
Phthisis  and  I  wish  to  call  the  attention  of  the  Council  to 
the  advisibility  of  making  timt  disease  notifiable.  There 
have  been  several  invalids  here  during  the  year  in  various 
stages  of  Piithisis,  and  it  is  moot  important  that  the  rooms 
occupied  by  them  should  be  thorougiiiy  disinfected.  This  can 
not  be  ensured  unless  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  is  notified 
of  taeir  existence. 


(1) 


Soarlat 

Fever. 


Sewage, 


Scavenging. 


Dairies y 
Bakehouses 
Slaugiiter- 
houses . 


Factories, 


VTator, 


We  have  iiad  a  slight  outbreak  ol  Scarlet  Fever  in  the 
last  quarter  of  tho  year.  It  v/as  of  a  laild  type  and  in  every 
case  ran  a  favourable  course.  The  last  case  notified  was 
on  Docomber  12th.  All  are  now  convalescent  and  the  rooms 
occupied  by  the  children  have  been  disinfected. 

The  sewage  system  continues  to  work  satisfactorily. 

I  have  never  found  any  nuisance  at  either  of  the  outfalls. 

The  scavenging  in  satisfactory,  Tne  reoonciendation 
I  made  last  year  as  to  removing  the  refuse  in  a  covered  cart 
lias  been  fairly  well  attended  to;  but  I  think  tliat  if  a 
proper  cart  divided  into  oompartmoats  each  of  which  could  be 
closed  when  full,  wero  used,  it  would  be  still  better, 

I  have  made  several  inspections  of  the  Dairies,  the 
Bakeliousea  and  the  Slaughter-houses.  The  Dairies  are  well 
kept,  the  Bakehouses  are  well  appointed  and  kept  scrupulously 
clean,  and  the  Slaughter-houses  are  frequently  scoured  and 
lime-washedi  . 

We  have  no  factories  in  o\ir  District,  and  no  work-shops 
v/here  more  than  ?f  or  4  men  are  employed.  There  are  three 
work-places.  In  one  9,  in  another  7  girls  are  engaged  in 
dress-making,  and  in  tlie  third  1^  girls  mend  lace.  In  all 
three  places  the  work  is  carried  on  under  satisfactory 
conditions. 

We  have  a  good  supply  of  moot  excellent  water  at  the 
source  but  many  complaints  reach  me  of  shortage  during  the 
summer,  at  many  nouses  on  tho  hi^xher  levels,  I  am  aware 
that  the  Council  is  pushing  forward  a  scheme  to  remedy  this 
defect,  and  I  hope  that  it  will  be  oompleted  before  long, 

D\iring  the  year  w©  used  19,271,000  gallons  upwards  of  a 
million  more  than  in  1905.  This  works  out  at  52,797  gallons 
a  day,  tiiat  is  Til  gallons  per  head  per  day  for  a  population 
of  1400. 


(2) 


\ 


Rainfall 


Tlie  rainfall  for  the  year  was  29,47  inches,  which 


is  almost  the  average  of  the  proviotis  4  years.  It  fell  on 
177  days,  A  feature  of  this  district  is  that  the  ground 
dries  rapidly  after  heavy  rain, 

W@  continue  to  stand  well  in  the  Reports  of  Medical 
Officers  of  Health  for  South  Devon,  In  tiiat  for  1905  it 
says  "i^o  less  than  12  out  of  the  21  deaths  were  In  persons 
over  65,  and  in  this  respect  Seaton  occupies  the  best 
position  in  Table  IV,  It  also  says  "Again  the  returns  must 
be  looked  on  as  very  gratifying." 

The  general  health  of  the  District  has  been  good 
throughout  the  year.  The  two  important  facts  no  deatiis 
amongst  children  and  none  from  any  of  the  Zymotios  show  a 
very  satisfactory  sanitary  condition. 


I  am.  Gentlemen, 


fours  truly. 


Medical  Officer  of 
Health. 


Seaton,  January  18th,  1907 • 
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